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DEIK plans to mobilize
6 min Turkish diaspora

Giines Kamirciiler - ISTANBLL

The Foreign Economic Relations
Board (DEIK) has been work-
ing on a plan to draw together
the Turkish diaspora and mobi-
lize them to work for the good of
the country, the newly-appoint-
ed head of the board said.

DEIK President Nail Olpak
shared the board’s new struc-
ture and plans with a group of
journalists in Istanbul on Nov.
30. The Turkish
diaspora- is es-
timated to have
more than six
million members
but only a few
come together,
he said.

“During  the
meetings of our
council specializ-
ing in the Turk--.
ish diaspora’s ac-
tivities, we bare-

ly came together, NAIL OLPAK

with 1,000 peo-

ple or less. We' have been work-
ing on a plan to mobilize the
Turkish diaspora for the last six
months. A road map is about to
be launched. We will move in
line with this plan in an effort
to draw more members of the
Turkish diaspora together,” said
Olpak. ;

DEIK has 136 country-based
business councils and six indus-
try-based councils in addition to
one council, which focuses on
the Turkish diaspora, titled the
World Turkish Business Coun-
cil.

Through a revision in the
DEIK regulation, which was
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made three years ago, DEIK has
become the sole organizer of for-
eign travels, which are made by
the government with the par-
ticipation of business people.
Since then, the economy min-
ister has become the authority
who appoints the president of
the board.

“We have no direct or organic
links with Ankara other than the
assignment of the DEIK presi-
dent by the Economy Ministry,”

i) Olpak said.

He added
that the board
would have a
more efficient
structure  after
the council elec-
tions that have
been rescheduled
for Dec. 26 in
Istanbul, in a re-
vised  election
method, which
will no longer be
on a regional ba-
sis but on a coun-

try basis.

Olpak said business councils
with very few members or none
will be gathered under an um-

- brella council. :

“On the other side of the
coin, it is not possible for us to
manage our relations through
only one council in some big
countries, including the United
States. In this vein, we have built
sub-councils in the US. rath-
er than one big council. These
sub-councils are based in Flor-
ida, Texas, California and New
York and the elections for these
sub-councils will be held later,”
he said.
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